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The First Lady de-

nounces the use of 

handicapped children in 

begging 

B 
urundi celebrated, on 

Wednesday October 13, 

2021, the 60th anniversary of 

the assassination of the Hero of na-

tional Independence, Prince Louis Rwa-

gasore. Memorial ceremonies were held 

throughout the country. In Bujumbura 

Town Hall, the ceremonies began with a 

mass in his memory at Regina Mundi 

Cathedral and were enhanced by the 

presence of the Head of State HE 

Evariste Ndayishimiye accompanied by 

his Spouse and other high authorities of 

the country. 

According to the Parish Priest of Regina 

Mundi Cathedral,the  Abbot Féix Fupi, 

only courageous and free-spirited men 

can save the country, like Prince Louis 

Rwagasore, the Hero of Burundi's Inde-

pendence. 

In his homily, the Parish Priest of the 

Cathedral of Bujumbura, Abbot Félix 

Fupi indicated that there are no longer 

brave and free-spirited men capable of 

doing good, of speaking the truth and 

take the responsibility 

of it. However, for the 

Parish Priest of Re-

gina Mundi Cathedral, 

it is with a free con-

science that one ar-

rives at holiness, love 

of neighbor and truth. 

Based on the Gospel 

of Luke 11: 37-47,the Parish Priest of 

the Cathedral of Bujumbura demon-

strated that many people seek to ap-

pear, admiration and their own inter-

ests instead of seeking the general 

interest of the nation as Prince Louis 

Rwagasore did, the Hero of independ-

ence. 

He took this opportunity to urge the 

country's authorities to show humility, 

to have the courage to speak out 

against the evil, to recognize and ac-

cept the good achievements of others 

even if they do not share their ideas. 

He called on the Burundians to per-

petuate the legacy of Prince Louis 

Rwagasore to build a peaceful coun-

try. 

The Abbot Félix Fupi reminded the 

Christians present that the commemo-

ration of the 60th anniversary of the 

assassination of the Hero of the inde-

pendence of Burundi is an opportunity 

offered to them to examine their con-

science in order to see if their actions 
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Spouse first laid a wreath of flowers at the Mausoleum of 

Prince Louis Rwagasore at Vugizo Mount in the town hall 

of Bujumbura. After the presidential couple, it was the 

turn of the diplomatic corps who laid a wreath of flowers 

on the tomb of the Hero of Independence, Prince Louis 

Rwagasore. 

The biological members of the family of Prince Louis 

Rwagasore were 

then invited to lay a 

wreath of flowers at 

the Mausoleum of 

Prince Louis Rwa-

gasore, followed 

lastly by the laying 

of wreaths by repre-

sentatives of politi-

cal parties ap-

proved in Burundi. 

To close the cere-

monies of the 60th 

anniversary of the 

assassination of 

Prince Louis Rwa-

gasore, Senior Dignitaries, members of the Government, 

representatives of approved political parties, members of 

the biological family of Prince Louis Rwagasore as well 

as members of the accredited diplomatic corps in Burundi 

followed the speech that the hero of the Independence of 

Burundi delivered after the victory of the Uprona party in 

the legislative elections of September 18, 1961. 

In his speech, Prince Louis Rwagasore said that this vic-

tory was not that of the Uprona party, but rather that of all 

the Burundian people, a victory for democracy. The time 

had come for the prince to tackle the concerns of the Bu-

rundian people to find lasting solutions. Prince Louis 

Rwagasore also indicated in his speech that the Govern-

ment would focus on economic issues, land issues, edu-

cation and many more. 

In his speech, Prince Louis Rwagasore also indicated 

that his Government does not tolerate thieves, bandits 

and aggressors. 

Prince Louis Rwagasore advocated the establishment of 

responsible leadership, a Government capable of reas-

suring and protecting all citizens.  

(www.presidence.gov.bi) 

turn out to be honest and are according to God's will 

instead of shutting himself in and accusing others of 

wickedness or doing wrong. "We are called to live with 

honesty in the image of Prince Louis Rwagasore, de-

nounce the evil and praise the merits of others," he 

stressed. 

He pointed out that there are some people in Burundi 

who cannot posi-

tively appreciate 

the achievements 

of others. He asked 

them to have the 

spirit and the cour-

age to characterize 

it as it is, saying 

that  this is an im-

portant step to-

wards fair justice. 

This was an oppor-

tunity for the Parish 

Priest of the Cathe-

dral of Bujumbura 

to urge the authori-

ties of the country to surround themselves with good 

advisers and to choose collaborators capable of qualify-

ing the matter at its fair value and who do not turn a 

blind eye to the evil. "Avoid bad advisers who only clap 

even though they are sure that they are endangering 

you. Such people are dangerous because they can en-

danger the life of an entire nation," insisted the Abbot 

Félix Fupi. 

The Parish Priest of the Cathedral of Bujumbura asked 

the Christians and Burundian people in general to adopt 

this spirit of the Hero of Independence by reviving the 

image of Burundi. He took the opportunity to urge the 

christians to pray for Burundi so that it always has val-

iant men, capable of helping the Burundians to consoli-

date the Independence of Burundi, an Independence 

that cost the life of Prince Louis Rwagasore. 

He also urged the devotees to avoid wickedness, re-

nounce hypocrisy and to connect words with acts in or-

der to attract divine blessings. 

Finally, the Archbishop of Bujumbura asked the chris-

tians not to seek the admiration of the people or their 

own interests, but rather to seek the general interest as 

Jesus Christ did, who sought only to please God. 

After the mass at Regina Mundi Cathedral, the ceremo-

nies continued at Vugizo Hill in the Kiriri Quarter where 

the Mausoleum of Prince Louis Rwagasore is located. 

The Head of State HE Evariste Ndayishimiye and his 
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The First Lady denounces the use of handicapped children in begging 

and other vulnerable people in order to bring them the 

joy of celebrating the end of the year holidays that are 

looming on the horizon. 

The First Lady of Burundi further informed that the ges-

ture made by the “Fondation Bonne Action Umugira-

neza” aims to express her support and gratitude to the 

managers of this center for this charitable work that 

they are carrying out: “we have come to show our sup-

port and encourage you to move forward. We invite 

other associations to help those most in need. " 

Reacting to various challenges facing the Isange Cen-

ter, in particular the lack of financial resources, the in-

sufficiency of physiotherapy equipment and the ab-

sence of specialist doctors for the treatment of various 

diseases from which some of these children suffer, the 

First Lady of the country called for the combined efforts 

of all the Burundian people to ensure the sustainability 

of these kinds of centers which are so useful to the 

community. 

She finally promised that during this campaign, which 

will extend to all the provinces of the country, the 

“Fondation Bonne Action Umugiraneza” will go to the 

Province of Rumonge to help another orphanage held 

by the same congregation.  

(www.presidence.gov.bi) 

D 
uring her visit on Tuesday, October 12 at 

Isange Center at Gisyo located in the 

Kanyosha Zone in the Urban Commune 

of Muha, the First Lady of Burundi Her Excellency 

Angeline Ndayishimiye denounced the use of chil-

dren living with disabilities in begging. 

"It is very deplorable that some parents instead of 

working for the survival of their families choose to 

use their disabled children to beg throughout the 

Town hall of Bujumbura", suggested the First Lady 

while urging these parents to get rid of this bad be-

havior to instead "protect and take care of this gift 

that God has bestowed upon them which is the child 

regardless of their condition." 

The First Lady had provided herself with assistance 

consisting of food, medical equipment, notebooks 

and backpacks worth around 22 million. 

The Isange Center is held by the sisters of the Con-

gregation “Famille Notre Dame de la Miséricorde” 

and takes care of 23 physically and mentally handi-

capped children. 

Her Excellency Angeline Ndayishimiye emphasized 

that the granting of this assistance to the Isange 

Center by the “Fondation Bonne Action Umugira-

neza” of which she is President, is part of a cam-

paign started in the context of supporting orphans 
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T 
he World Islamic League is committed 

alongside the Head of State and the Burun-

dian Ombudsman to find a lasting solution to 

the precarious situation in which the victims of Ga-

tumba live, victims of the flooding of the water of the 

Rusizi river and the Lake Tanganyika. This is an an-

nouncement that was made on Monday, October 11, 

2021 by the Director of the Sub-Saharan Africa region 

for the World Islamic League, during the delivery of 

food assistance to the victims of the site of Kinyinya II 

in the Gatumba zone in the Bujumbura province. 

This assistance mobilized by the World Islamic 

League through the institution of the Burundian Om-

budsman was composed of rice, corn flour, beans, 

sugar and salt and was in-

tended to provide moral sup-

port to the victims of the flood-

ing of the water of the Lake 

Tanganyika and Rusizi River. 

These victims of the site of 

Kinyinya II in Gatumba zone 

applauded with both hands this 

charitable gesture made to 

them by the Director of the sub

-Saharan Africa region at the 

World Islamic League, Sheik 

Walid Racid El Saad, when 

they had nothing to eat. 

On this occasion, the Burun-

dian Ombudsman Honorable 

Edouard Nduwimana asked 

the Director of the Sub-Saharan Africa region of the 

World Islamic League, Sheik Walid Racid El Saad to 

convey the thanks and greetings of the Burundians to 

the Secretary General of the World Islamic League 

who has already promised to support these victims of 

Gatumba, and to describe their situation to him. 

He also took this opportunity to call on the inhabitants 

of the Imbo plain and especially those of Gatumba to 

strengthen environmental protection work to deal with 

the vagaries of the weather which often lead to disas-

ters during the rainy season. 

Honorable Edouard Nduwimana urged the inhabitants 

of Gatumba to remain united 

and to ensure peace and secu-

rity by denouncing the detrac-

tors who seek to tarnish the 

image of Burundi. 

Speaking, Cheikh Walid Rachid 

EL Saad visiting Burundi to 

strengthen relations between 

Burundi and the Secretariat of 

the World Islamic League, an-

nounced that this League will 

engage alongside the Head of 

State and the Burundian Om-

budsman to find a lasting solu-

tion to this uncomfortable situa-

tion in which the displaced peo-

ple of Gatumba live. (www.rtnb.bi) 

Gatumba flood victims receive assistance 
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O 
n October 14, 2021, the handover and the 

takeover ceremonies took place in the Min-

istry of Foreign Affairs and Development 

Cooperation between Ambassador Emmanuel 

MPFAYOKURERA and Mr. Evariste NGEN-

DANKENGERA, respectively outgoing Director Gen-

eral and incoming Director General of Protocol and 

Consular Affairs. 

These ceremonies were chaired by the Permanent 

Secretary of the said Ministry, Mr. Ferdinand Bashi-

kako, in the presence of some of the Senior Officials 

of the Ministry and the staff of the General Direction. 

During his speech, the Permanent Secretary con-

gratulated the new Director General and wished him 

every success in these new functions. 

As for the outgoing Director General, he warmly con-

The handover and the takeover in the General Direction of Protocol and Consular Affairs 

gratulated the incoming Director General for these 

new functions. He then presented all the staff of the 

Direction to the incoming Director General. He took 

this opportunity to express his sincere thanks to all 

the staff of the General Direction for their frank col-

laboration and tireless efforts for the success of the 

activities of the General Direction. 

For his part, the incom-

ing Director General Mr. 

Evariste NGEN-

DANKENGERA warmly 

thanked His Excellency 

the President of the Re-

public of Burundi and 

the Minister of Foreign 

Affairs HE Albert 

SHINGIRO for the honor 

they have shown him by 

entrusting him with the 

coordination of the ac-

tivities of the General 

Direction of Protocol and 

Consular Affairs. 

He thanked his prede-

cessor for the work al-

ready accomplished and in turn wished him every 

success in the life to follow. 

He indicated that he will spare no effort, being to-

gether with all the staff of the General Direction, to 

have a good performance. (MFADC) 
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T 
he dele-

gation of 

the Euro-

pean Union in Bu-

rundi organized 

this October 15, 

2021 at the Hotel 

Club du Lac Tan-

ganyika, the celebration of the day of resilience. The 

Burundi population resilience support program 

(Resilience Program) aims to strengthen the capaci-

ties of beneficiaries and communities to cope with 

adapting and recovering quickly after a shock or 

stress. 

After welcoming the Chief of the staff of the Mayor of 

Bujumbura, Ambassador Jean Bosco Barege, the 

Delegate of the European Union in Burundi Ambassa-

dor Claude BAUCHU announced that the day of dis-

cussions was organized within the framework of the 

program "Support for the resilience of the populations 

of Burundi.” 

The Ambassador Claude BAUCHU said that he was 

pleased to recognize the participation that day of 40 

implementing partners, who play a key role in the de-

ployment of the resilience program on the ground. 

Their proximity to beneficiaries at the local level is an 

essential factor in effectively implementing European 

Union interventions aimed at improving the living con-

ditions of the population, he added. 

The Ambassador Claude BAUCHU indicated that 

since 2018, the resilience program has mobilized an 

envelope of more than 278 billion Burundian Francs 

(121 million EUROS) to support 3 main sectors 

namely rural development and nutrition, health and 

energy. These three themes are clearly identified in 

the National Development Plan 2018-2027. 

The Delegate of the European Union in Burundi said 

that the European Union contributes to creating the 

conditions for the sustainable development of the 

country and its citizens. Three components make up 

the resilience program; the “TUBEHONEZA” compo-

nent, which targets more than 2.4 million Burundians, 

with the objective of reducing malnutrition and food 

insecurity, better managing and adapting to the conse-

quences of natural disasters and strengthening intra-

community links; the “TWITEHO AMAGARA” compo-

nent, which targets the entire Burundian population 

because it is dedicated to improving the accessibility 

and quality of health care in all of the country's health 

districts; the “UMUCO WITERAMBERE” component, 

aimed at promoting access to a sustainable energy 

service (electricity and clean cooking) for around 

500,000 Burundians. 

In his speech, the Director General in charge of Multi-

lateral Relations at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Development Cooperation Ambassador Isaïe Kub-

wayo, who represented the Government in these cere-

monies, recalled that the Government launched the 

National Development Plan 2018-2027 , "a reference 

document for all development actors in Burundi at the 

national, regional and international levels a framework 

for planning, programming, coordination and monitor-

ing of national and international interventions. Through 

its implementation, the government seeks the effec-

tiveness and efficiency of public interventions and at-

taches value to the achievement of results that should 

contribute to improving the living and working condi-

The Director General in charge of multilateral relations participates in the celebration of 

the day of resilience 
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212th Session of the Executive Board of UNESCO 

UNESCO held its 212th Session of the Executive 

Board in Paris on October 11, 2021. Burundi was rep-

resented by the Permanent Delegate of Burundi in 

UNESCO HE Ambassador Ernest NIYOKINDI. 

In his speech, HE Ambassador Ernest NIYOKINDI 

said that he was pleased to express his deep grati-

tude to the UNESCO Secretary and the President of 

the Board for his professionalism in the conduct of 

activities of this session despite the conditions made 

extremely difficult by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

HE Ambassador Ernest NIYOKINDI said that Burundi 

is currently stable, calm and that the security situation 

is fully under control, from North to South and from 

East to West, and that significant progress is being 

observed on the national, regional and international 

scene as evidenced by the number of Burundian refu-

gees coming back home from exile, by indicating that 

for example, from 2017 until the end of September 

2021, 178,124 refugees came back home from exile. 

On human rights issues, the Ambassador Ernest NI-

YOKINDI said Burundi firmly believes that human 

rights must be protected by clear mechanisms of a 

good governance, security and fair justice. As part of 

monitoring the state of implementation of the princi-

tions of the populations." 

The Delegate of the 

European Union in Bu-

rundi said that the Euro-

pean Union contributes 

to creating the conditions 

for the sustainable devel-

opment of the country 

and its citizens. Three 

components make up the 

resilience program; the 

“TUBEHONEZA” compo-

nent, which targets more than 2.4 million Burundians, 

with the objective of reducing malnutrition and food 

insecurity, better managing and adapting to the conse-

quences of natural disasters and strengthening intra-

community links; the “TWITEHO AMAGARA” compo-

nent, which targets the entire Burundian population 

because it is dedicated to improving the accessibility 

and quality of health care in all of the country's health 

districts; the “UMUCO WITERAMBERE” component, 

aimed at promoting access to a sustainable energy 

service (electricity and 

clean cooking) for around 

500,000 Burundians. 

In his speech, the Direc-

tor General in charge of 

Multilateral Relations at 

the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and Development 

Cooperation Ambassador 

Isaïe Kubwayo, who rep-

resented the Government 

in these ceremonies, re-

called that the Government launched the National 

Development Plan 2018-2027, "a reference document 

for all development actors in Burundi at the national, 

regional and international levels a framework for plan-

ning, programming, coordination and monitoring of 

national and international interventions of results that 

should contribute to improve the living and working 

conditions of the populations."  MFADC 
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ples of human rights protection, the international com-

munity should adhere to the fundamental principles of 

universality, transparency, impartiality, non-selectivity, 

non -politicization and objectivity as well as the rejec-

tion of the practice of not considering the same matter 

alike. It is for this reason that HE the President of the 

Republic of Burundi, in his speech at the 76th Ses-

sion of the General Assembly of the United Nations, 

insisted on the fact that any tendency to single out 

Burundi by attaching mechanisms to it special human 

rights issues are simply counterproductive. 

Regarding freedom of expression, Ambassador 

Ernest NIYOKINDI recalled that HE Mr. Evariste 

NDAYISHIMIYE, President of the Republic of Burundi 

reaffirmed his commitment to a free and responsible 

press by urging media professionals to ensure strict 

compliance with the deontology. The National Com-

munication Council in Burundi, a media regulatory 

body, registers until October 5, 2021, 51 local radio 

stations, 15 TV channels, 111 newspapers, 32 press 

agencies and 7 associations of media professionals. 

The Embassy of Burundi took this opportunity to sa-

lute the role of UNESCO in Burundi in the training of 

Burundian journalists. 

As for education, Ambassador Ernest NIYOKINDI 

announced that the Government of Burundi provides 

free basic education to allow every child to go to 

school regardless of their social situation. It is with this 

in mind that the Government has increased the num-

ber of school infrastructures throughout Burundian 

territory in order to reduce the distance traveled by 

learners. 

Regarding the Covid-19 pandemic which threatens all 

of humanity, since the appearance of the first cases, 

Ambassador Ernest NIYOKINDI indicated that Burundi 

has taken prevention and response measures to this 

pandemic and all the strategies have made it possible 

to maintain the positivity of the tests at a rate less than 

3% and to avoid large incidences of the serious forms. 

HE Ambassador Ernest NIYOKINDI also informed that 

this 212th session of the Executive Council was held 

at the time when Burundi will celebrate the 60th anni-

versary of its independence and of its membership in 

the UNESCO family. It will therefore be a moment to 

remember that UNESCO played a great role in Bu-

rundi in the promotion of education, science and cul-

ture without forgetting its role during the period of the 

socio-political crisis that Burundi had known. 

To close, HE Ambassador Ernest NIYOKINDI indi-

cated that his delegation supports the transformation 

project of UNESCO and the global priority of Africa, 

while insisting on the strengthening of financial and 

human resources to concretize the presence of the 

organization on ground.(MFADC). 
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