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B 
urundians around the world 
celebrated on friday, july 1, 
2022 the 60th anniversary of 

the country's independence. 
 The related ceremonies at the na-
tional level were enhanced by the 
Presidential Couple surrounded by 
several high personalities of the 
country. They began with the medita-
tion and laying of wreaths at the Mau-
soleum of Prince Louis Rwagasore 
and at Place de l'Indépendance and 
continued at Boulevard de l'Indé-
pendance in Bujumbura Town Hall. 
 Two Heads of State from neighbor-
ing countries, namely the Central Afri-
can President H.E Faustin Archange 
Touadera and H.E Hassan Ali Mwinyi 

of Zanzibar 
accompanied 
by the First 
Lady as well 
as the dele-
gations from 
Kigali, the 
Kingdom of 
Belgium, the 
European 
Union, Ugan-
da, Saudi 
Arabia, South 
Africa, Egypt, 
Bangladesh, 
Oman, Qatar, 
Niger, Swit-
zerland, Unit-

ed Arab Emirates, Zimbabwe, Cuba, 
China and Kenya have made the trip 
to join the Burundians in this celebra-
tion. 
The festivities counting for the day, 
celebrated under the theme "Let us 
dedicate our forces, our hearts and 
our lives to our country, so that Burun-
di enjoys its dignity", were marked by 
a long parade of soldiers and police 
officers and the numbers of para-
troopers, para-commandos and those 
of the "Bene Ntare" group and major-
ettes. 
In his speech for the occasion, the 
Head of State, His Excellency 
Evariste NDAYISHIMIYE revealed 
that Burundi is still facing the conse-
quences of the presence of settlers, 
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60 years after independence: "We inherited a poor 
country, without good governance and plagued by eth-
nic discrimination,” he said, however, rejoicing at the 
step already taken and the efforts invested by Burundi-
ans to clean up and develop their country.  
"We ask the international community to support us by 
refusing asylum to troublemakers and by facilitating the 
return of Burundian experts so that they contribute to 
the development of their country", suggested President 
NDAYISHIMIYE. He held this opportunity to reward 13 
people of mixed nationalities who have contributed in a 
remarkable way to the development of the country. 
 
Thus, a certificate of honor was awarded to Kenyan 
President Uhuru Kenyatta, to the Representative of the 
European Union in Burundi Claude Bochou, to the Am-
bassador of the United Republic of Tanzania to Burun-
di and to the Ambassador of the United States in Bu-
rundi, all for having supported Burundi during times of 

hardship and for having fought to improve Burundi's 
image with the international community. 
 
 In their speeches of greeting to the august assembly, 
the Heads of State present at these ceremonies as well 
as the members of the delegations congratulated the 
Burundians for the celebration of the 60 years of inde-
pendence while rejoicing that Burundi maintains good 
relations with their countries. 
His Excellency Faustin Touadera, President of the Cen-
tral African Republic stressed that the Central African 
Republic is counting on Burundi to help it preserve 
peace, national reconciliation and stability. 
As for Stéphane Doppagne, Special Envoy of the King-
dom of Belgium, he expressed "his country's regrets 
over the injustices committed during the colonial period, 
a regime that was based on inequali-
ty." (www.presidency.gov.bi) 

Investiture of new members of the CNIDH, the CVR and the Council for Unity and Reconcili-
ation 

" 
Before the 
President 
of the Re-

public, before 
the Parliament, 
I (Name and 
first name), 
member of the 
Council for Na-

tional Unity and Reconciliation, I swear to faithfully and 
impartially fulfill my mandate, never to allow myself to 
be guided by no partisan interest, and to devote my-
self entirely to the consolidation of National Unity and 
the Reconciliation of Burundians, in strict compliance 
with the Constitution of the Republic of Burundi, the 
Charter of National Unity and other laws in force ". 
“Before the President of the Republic, before Parlia-
ment, I (Name and surname), Member of the Inde-
pendent National Commission for Human Rights, I 
swear to fulfill my mandate faithfully and with complete 
independence and impartiality, never to allow myself 
to be guided by any partisan interest, to devote myself 
entirely to the protection and promotion of human 
rights. rights in strict compliance with the Constitution 
of the Republic of Burundi, the Charter of National Uni-
ty and other laws in force”.  
“In front of the President of the Republic, in front of 
Parliament, me (Name and surname). I swear to ac-

complish my mission with complete independence, im-
partiality, dignity and without any discrimination whatso-
ever, with the aim of discovering the truth in order to 
encourage and promote national reconciliation. 
 I undertake to respect the obligation of confidentiality 
prescribed by the law establishing, mandate, composi-
tion, and organization and functioning of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. 
These are the three oaths pronounced at the Kigobe 
hemicycle, respectively before the President of the Re-
public His Excellency Evariste NDAYISHIMIYE and the 
Parliament by the members of the Council for Unity and 
Reconciliation, the CNIDH and the CVR. These new 

members have been appointed to replace those who 
have completed their term of office or are called to oth-
er responsibilities.  

The Council for Unity and Reconciliation currently in-

cludes new members who are Anicet Niyonkuru replac-

ing Alphonse Bazonyica, Ambassador Rose Ntawe re-

placing Zénon Bigirimana, Mediator Bizabishaka, Jean 

Marie Ndayihereje replacing Alphonse Rukenkanya. 

The first two being appointed for a term of four years 

and the o ther  two for  th ree years. 

(www.presidency.gov.bi) 

http://www.presidency.gov.bi
http://www.presidency.gov.bi
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President Ndayishimiye receives a message of congratulations from his South African 

counterpart on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the independence of Burundi 

T 
he Head of State, His Excellency Evariste 
NDAYISHIMIYE received in audience, on 
Thursday, June 30 at his Residence in 

Kiriri, a delegation led by the Vice-Minister of the 
Republic of South Africa in charge of External Rela-
tions and Cooperation, Ms. KC Mashego-Dlamini.  
 
This South African delegation carried a message of 

congratulations from His Excellency Cyril Rama-
phosa, President of the Republic of South Africa, 
to his Burundian counterpart, His Excellency 
Evariste NDAYISHIMIYE, on the occasion of the 
celebration of the 60th anniversary of the Inde-
pendence of Burundi. 
 “Burundi and South Africa have historic relations 
of friendship and cooperation. And we are grateful 
that South Africa has supported Burundi during the 
peace process”, indicated the Burundian Number 
One, referring with satisfaction to the relations 
which unite the two countries.  
Ms. Mashego Dlamini, Special Envoy of President 

Ramaphosa, expressed her appreciation on behalf 
of the entire delegation for the warm welcome ex-
tended to them since their arrival in Burundi. She 
further hinted that they are delighted to join their Bu-
rundian brothers and sisters in celebrating this im-
portant event (www.presidency.gov.bi) 
 
 

Bilateral relations between Burundi and the Kingdom of Belgium are in good shape 

O 
n saturday, july 2, 2022, the Head of 
State H.E Evariste NDAYISHIMIYE 
granted an audience with Ambassador 

Stephane Doppagne, Special Envoy for the Great 

Lakes Region who carried a message of congratu-
lations from the Belgian Prime Minister on the occa-
sion of the 60th anniversary of the Independence of 
the Republic of Burundi in the presidential palace of 
Kiriri presidential meeting of Kiriri. 
The historical and interpersonal ties that unite our 
two countries and their populations have always 
given the relations between the Republic of Burundi 
and the Kingdom of Belgium a particular depth and 
intensity." Said Belgian Prime Minister Alexander 
De Croo through his letter sent to the President of 
Burundi.  
 
“The colonial regime was based on exploitation and 
domination. It was that of an unequal relationship, 
in itself unjustifiable,” said Mr. Alexander De Croo, 
recalling that this system has tarnished the image of 
his country.  
 

"We must admit it without hesitation or detours if we 
want to live a sincere relationship and look together 
towards the future", continued the Prime Minister of 
Belgium, hoping that the gradually regained confi-

http://www.presidency.gov.bi
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dence and the mutual respect which animate Burun-
di and Belgium , constitute a solid base on which the 
two peoples can further consolidate together, on the 
basis of shared values, the relationship that binds 
the two countries. 
President NDAYISHIMIYE appreciated the Belgian 
Prime Minister's message, which he described as 
"very strong and very deep" to mark a fundamental 
turning point in the common history of two respective 
countries, Burundi and Belgium. 
 Ambassador Stéphane Doppagne, bearer of this 

message, thanked the President of the Republic of 
Burundi for granting him the floor of greetings and 
congratulations to the Burundian people on the occa-
sion of the celebration of the 60th anniversary of the 
independence of Burundi. 

 The Special Envoy for the Great Lakes Region then 

informed the Burundian Head of State that a Belgian 

Parliamentary Commission will be in Burundi in sep-

tember 2022 to revisit the historical past and move 

together towards the future. (www.presidency.gov.bi) 

 

The First Lady closes the series of awareness-raising workshops for young people in 

schools on wisdom, leadership, reproductive health and the fight against HIV/AIDS 

 

T 
he First Lady of Burundi and President of 
OPDD-Burundi Her Excellency Angeline 
NDAYISHIMIYE recently began a series of 

awareness-raising sessions for young people in 
schools on the themes of wisdom, leadership, re-
productive health and the fight against HIV/AIDS. 
 
 In june 2022 when the students are preparing to 
start the long summer holidays, Her Excellency the 
First expresses her concern about the conduct of 
these young people and adolescents during and 
after the holidays, and urges them to maintain good 
discipline for prepare for their future.  
 
For this series of June 2022, Her Excellency the 
First Lady visited the Lycée de Bubanza on the 
23rd, Lycée de l'Annonciation and Lycée du 
Sourrire in Bukeye on the 27th, the Lycée Notre 
Dame de la Sagesse in Gitega dated 26, and finally 
the Arthur Chilson School of Kibimba on thursday 
29, 2022.  
 
In Kibimba as in the first three places, health ex-
perts have demonstrated that young people, espe-

cially girls, are exposed to drugs, unwanted preg-
nancies, HIV/AIDS and other diseases, especially 
STIs. They asked these young people and teenag-
ers to spare themselves from any bad behavior that 
could lead them into sins that affect their lives and 
future. 
Each session was characterized by testimonies 
from 3 young people, including a former drug user, 
a young person living with HIV/AIDS and a young 
girl who had experienced an unwanted pregnancy.  
 
"These testimonies should serve as a lesson to us 
as young people to guide our future well," said Her 
Excellency the First Lady in her message. She add-
ed that young people and teenagers need to keep 
their bodies pure from a young age and work as a 
team and diligently while being satisfied with what is 
available to them so as not to be seduced by fleet-
ing hobbies.  
 
During the closing session of this series of teach-
ings in Kibimba, H.E Angeline NDAYISHIMIYE chal-
lenged all the young people and adolescents who 
have benefited from these teachings, to share them 
with others in order to reach a large number of stu-
dents throughout the National territory. She also 
called on parents to establish a permanent dialogue 
with their children to prepare for their future. 
 
 The WHO Representative in Burundi Mr Xavier 
Crespin thanked the First Lady H.E Angeline NDAY-
ISHIMIYE for her courage and dedication in raising 
awareness among young people on health issues. 
He reiterated his commitment to work closely with 
the First Lady to properly guide the future of our 

http://www.presidency.gov.bi
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young generations. It should be noted that these ac-
tivities were organized with the support of the WHO. 
For each school visited, the First Lady granted the 
students a donation of at least 150 mattresses, balls 
and sports shirts. At the Lycée Notre Dame de la 
Sagesse, which is a pilot school for inclusive educa-
tion, Her Excellency Angeline NDAYISHIMIYE added 
to the donation of mattresses, 50 wheelchairs for 
students with physical disabilities.  
On the same occasion, another donation of mattress-
es was also given to selected hospitals and health 
centers in the locality of the schools visited. In Bu-
banza, Musigati Communal Hospital received a do-
nation of 50 mattresses.  
 

In Bukeye, Bukeye and Mbuye hospitals each re-
ceived a donation of 50 mattresses. In Gitega, 
Gasunu Hospital in Giheta Commune was chosen 
and in Mwaro, the health districts of Kibumbu and 
Fota each received a donation of 50 mattresses.  
Her Excellency the First Lady of Burundi and Presi-
dent of OPDD-Burundi, like the beneficiaries and 
the WHO partner, is very satisfied with the results 
of these workshops and intends to continue with 
other similar visits after the next school year. 
(www.presidency.gov.bi) 
 

The Prime Minister receives in audience the Resident Coordinator of UN agencies in 

Burundi 

P 
rime Minister His Excellency Alain Guil-
laume Bunyoni received in audience on 
thursday, june 30, 2022, the Resident Co-

ordinator of United Nations system agencies in Bu-

rundi, Ambassador Damien MAMA. 
The two authorities discussed the new 
approach proposed by the Secretary 
General of the United Nations, which 
consists of moving from the concept of 
development aid to development coop-
eration or partnership.  
Ambassador Damien Mama also came 
to seek guidance from the Government 
of Burundi to align the actions of the 
agencies of the United Nations system 
with those proposed by the Govern-
ment of Burundi. The Prime Minister 
clarified to him the objectives and ambi-
tions of the Government through the 
National Development Plan (PND2018-
2027). 

 Ambassador Damien Mama promised 

that the agencies of the United Nations 

system will ensure that their plans and 

programs can be better aligned with 

Burundi's sustainable development am-

bitions, so that the efforts of the Gov-

ernment and partners complement 

each other, so that they can benefit 

Burundians. .  (www.rtnb.bi) 

http://www.presidency.gov.bi
http://www.rtnb.bi
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T 
he Prime Minister, His Excellency Alain Guil-
laume Bunyoni receives in audience, on 
thursday, june 30, 2022, the Apostolic Nun-

cio of Burundi, Bishop Dieudonné DATANOU. The 
two personalities discussed the common interests 
between the Government of Burundi and the Holy 
See relating to the historical involvement of the Holy 
See in spirituality, through the Catholic Church. They 
also discussed the contribution of the Catholic 
Church in other areas such as education, health, 
promotion of peace and reconciliation, social stability 
and integral human development in Burundi. .  
(www.rtnb.bi) 

The Prime Minister receives in audience the Apostolic Nuncio to Burundi 

Gahombo: The Ombudsman assists victims of bad weather 

T 
he Ombudsman of Burundi Honorable 
Edouard NDUWIMANA delivered on 
monday, june 28, 2022 food assis-

tance consisting of rice and beans to the vic-
tims of the bad weather that occurred in april 
2022 on the Rukago and Businde hills, in Ga-
hombo commune of Kayanza province.  
 
The beneficiaries of the ombudsman's assis-
tance were two hundred people chosen from 
among the most needy, each person received 
5kg of rice and 5kg of beans.  
 

Honorable Edouard 
NDUWIMANA took 
this opportunity to call 
on the inhabitants of 
the Businde and 
Rukaho hills for soli-
darity and mutual as-
sistance when there 
are problems, particu-
larly in the event of 
natural disasters.  
He asked the popula-
tion and the admin-
istration at the base to 
provide timely infor-
mation on all the prob-
lems that arise on the 
hills so that they find 
solutions.  

 
"That there is no child who does not go to school for 
lack of school materials" he insisted. The Ombudsman 
also invited the population to obey the authorities, to 
implement the programs of the Government and par-
ticularly the protection of the environment.  
 

For his part, the governor of Kayanza province Colonel 

Rémy Cishhayo thanked the Ombudsman for his mul-

tiple interventions whenever the population is in diffi-

culty.  (www.rtnb.bi) 

 

http://www.rtnb.bi
http://www.rtnb.bi
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The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Development Cooperation opened the activities of 
the Diplomatic Week Edition 2022 

O 
n monday, june 27, 2022, His Excellency 
Ambassador Albert SHINGIRO, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Development Coop-

eration, launched the activities dedicated to the Dip-
lomatic Week Edition 2022, scheduled from june 27 
to 30, 2022 under the theme: "A active diplomacy in 
the service of agricultural development and the 
strengthening of national sovereignty”. 
In his opening speech, His Excellency Ambassador 
Albert SHINGIRO welcomed all diplomats and 
guests. The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Develop-
ment Cooperation indicated that the diplomatic week 
was organized with the aim of better understanding 
the realities of Burundi to find ways of international 
cooperation. He indicated that the Government of 
Burundi wanted Burundi's partners to support the 
efforts of the Burundian President, His Excellency 
Evariste NDAYISHIMIYE in the country's develop-
ment project so that Burundi sees its sovereignty 
established and stable. According to the Minister, 
His Excellency Evariste NDAYISHIMIYE is commit-
ted to developing the agricultural sector to exploit 
the natural resources of our dear country, Burundi. 
To this end, the Minister called on the partners to 
visit strategic places in Burundi in order to inquire 
about its wealth in natural resources. 

His Excellency Albert SHINGIRO declared that the 

organization of the diplomatic week is a usual ex-

change session between the Ministry of Foreign Af-

fairs and Development Cooperation and the Heads 

of Diplomatic and Consular Missions and the Repre-

sentatives of International Organizations and Re-

gional Organizations . It is also an opportunity to 

make trips and excursions in relaxation.  

During the exchanges for this year's edition, the Min-

ister briefed the participants on the six priorities of the 

Government of Burundi, which are: good governance, 

development of the agriculture and livestock sector, 

public health, employment of young people, care of 

pensioners and repatriation of refugees.  

The Minister's speech was followed by a presentation 

session on the fight for the recovery of the national 

sovereignty of Burundi carried out by Ambassador 

Laurent KAVAKURE, the former Minister of Foreign 

Relations and International Cooperation, currently 

Commissioner for Truth and Reconciliation Commis-

sion (TRC). 

 In his presentation, Ambassador Laurent KAVAKU-

RE spoke of the major dates that marked the history 

of Burundi. He said that from 1885 to 1962, Burundi 

went through bad situations. Burundi received its In-

dependence in 1962 but a trapped independence. 

 That is to say that this independence was not cele-

brated because massacres followed. Ambassador 

Laurent KAVAKURE indicated that we only lowered 

the Flag of the German colonizers and raised the 

Flag of Burundi. This period was marked by ethnic 

divisions, regionalism and Belgium's opposition to the 

recovery of Burundi's national sovereignty. 

Former Minister Ambassador Laurent KAVAKURE 
stressed that there was promulgation of the new con-
stitution to adapt to the Arusha agreement which 
says ethnic equality.  
Ambassador Laurent KAVAKURE announced that 
the President of the Republic His Excellency Evariste 
NDAYISHIMIYE is doing his best to defend and es-
tablish national sovereignty through the economic 
development of the country. This is localized on the 
development of agriculture, the basis of the life of the 
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Burundian population. The Head of State wants 
every mouth to have something to eat and eve-
ry pocket to have money. 
Ambassador Laurent KAVAKURE explained to 
the Diplomats that the objective of presenting 
the history of Burundi from colonization to na-
tional sovereignty is to make them understand 

in depth the realities of Burundi, which has delayed 
the development of the country. It was also to open 
up avenues of cooperation by inviting them to support 
the President of the Republic His Excellency Evariste 
NDAYISHIMIYE on the path to national development. 
(FADC) 

Presentation of figured copies of credentials 

I 
n june 27, 2022, Ambassadors Dragoş 

Viorel Radu Tigău of the Republic of Roma-

nia, Zsolt Mészáros of the Republic of Hun-

gary, Tri Yogo 

Jatmiko of the Repub-

lic of Indonesia, Marie 

Charlotte G.Tang of 

the Republic of the 

Philippines and An-

drew Zumbe Kum-

wenda of the Repub-

lic of Malawi respec-

tively presented to the 

Permanent Secretary 

at the Ministry of For-

eign Affairs and De-

velopment Coopera-

tion Mr. Férdinand 

BASHIKAKO, the 

figured copies of their 

credentials to repre-

sent their countries as 

Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary Am-

bassadors.  

The Permanent Secre-

tary wished them a 

fruitful mission in Bu-

rundi. He hoped that 

cooperation between 

Burundi and their re-

spective countries 

would be further 

strengthened. Overall, 

the Ambassadors also 

reported that they were 

happy to be received 

as Ambassadors of 

their countries in Burundi. They, too, wanted the 

existing relations between Burundi and their country 

to be deepened.FADC) 
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