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T 
he President of the Republic 

His Excellency Evariste 

NDAYISHIMIYE, in his jour-

ney of the Cankuzo Province, visited 

on thursday, april 07, 2022, the Par-

ish of the Sacred Heart of Jesus-

Chris of Muyaga, the first parish of 

Burundi which dates from may 23, 

1898.  

The Muyaga parish, which embodies 

the birth of the Catholic Church in 

Burundi, is preparing to celebrate its 

125th anniversary in 2023, a celebra-

tion that could coincide with the visit 

of Pope Francis to Burundi, in accord-

ance with the promise made to the 

President of Burundi His Excellency 

Evariste NDAYISHIMIYE during his 

visit to the Ho-

ly See in the 

Vatican. 

According to 

the parish 

priest of the 

Muyaga par-

ish, Abbot 

Cambara 

Aloys, the first 

Catholic mis-

sionaries, en-

tering from the east of Burundi, first 

settled in Misugi in Cendajuru com-

mune where they erected the first 

cross "Cross of Misugi", as a sign of 

the beginning of Evangelization in 

Burundi. This is where they celebrat-

ed the first Christmas party and bap-

tized this place “Bethlehem of Burun-

di”.  

As the place was not populated, 

these white missionaries continued 

their journey to Muyaga where they 

founded the first parish in Burundi. It 

was at this parish that the first Easter 

celebration in Burundi took place, 

hence the name “Muyaga, Jerusalem 

of Burundi”. It is also Muyaga who 

knows the first School in Burundi da-
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ting from 1907, as well as the first Health Center built by 

these white missionaries. 

The President of the Republic His Excellency Evariste 

NDAYISHIMIYE also had the opportunity to visit the 

Sanctuary of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ, a place 

that is not only sacred but also touristic with splendid 

architecture, characterized by all the monuments that 

help Christians to relive certain biblical places to under-

stand the Holy Scriptures. We could mention in particu-

lar the grotto of the prophet Elijah, the Tomb of Jesus 

Christ, the Temples of Jesus Christ, Moses and Elijah, 

etc. (www.presidency.gov.bi) 

The Head of State led a moralization session on patriotic awakening to natives, elected offi-

cials and administrative, political and religious leaders of Cankuzo 

O 
n thursday, april 7, 2022, the President of 

the Republic His Excellency Evariste 

NDAYISHIMIYE brought together the na-

tives, elected officials and administrative, political and 

religious leaders of Cankuzo Province in a moraliza-

tion session on good governance and patriotic awa-

kening, a session which is part of a campaign ini-

tiated by the Father of the Nation himself, with the 

aim of encouraging all Burundian citizens to a natio-

nal renaissance 

. In his welcoming address, the Governor of Cankuzo 

said that security reigns throughout the province and 

welcomes the close collaboration between different 

provincial services and the population. In the deve-

lopment sector, he is delighted with the step taken in 

the realization of various provincial projects. 

Speaking, the Burundian Number One insisted on the 

socio-economic development of the country and is 

delighted with the change in behavior and mentality 

that is currently observed in Burundian society where 

all citizens are mobilized to develop their dear coun-

try. His Excellency Evariste NDAYISHIMIYE reminds 

Burundians that their country is very rich and invites all 

citizens to show love by cutting short any form of divi-

sion, to be artisans of fraternity and national cohesion 

in order to develop their homeland. which has a lot of 

economic potential.  

At a time when Burundi's economy is suffering from 

the under-exploitation of its natural resources, Presi-

dent Ndayishimiye calls on all citizens to denounce 

and actively fight corruption and all forms of economic 

embezzlement. 

After the second part of the meeting which was de-

voted to the collection of grievances where the popula-

tion of Cankuzo was able to submit to the Father of the 

Nation their concerns in various fields, in this case that 

of justice, the Head of State denounced the behavior 

unworthy of certain actors of justice and reiterated the 

commitment of the responsible and hard-working govern-

ment to work to reform this area and punish recalcitrants 

without mercy.  

 

However, His Excellency Evariste NDAYISHIMIYE re-

minds the population with regard to legal proceedings 

that they must first go through all the authorized bodies 

before seizing the summit, that of the Superior Council of 

the Judiciary which intervenes as a last resort. 

 

Before concluding the meeting, the President of the Re-

public returned to the development in unity that all Bu-

rundians must experience, where he encourages citizens 

to get rid of old mentalities which have been at the origin 

of ethnic divisions and painful in the history of Burundi. 

(www.presidency.gov.bi) 
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T 
he First Lady and President of the Fonda-

tion Bonne Action Umuguraneza SE 

Angeline Ndayishimiye gave food assis-

tance to HIV-positive people supervised by the Ser-

vice Yezu Mwiza, in the Rohero Mairie zone of Bu-

jumbura, led by an association of Jesuit fathers.  

On the occasion of the delivery of this assistance, 

Father Védaste Nkenshimana, Executive Director 

of the Yezu Mwiza Service, indicated that the ser-

vice currently supervises 1058 HIV-positive people. 

The service provides them with medical care, psy-

cho-social supervision and socio-economic reinte-

gration. 

The state of health of all its people is satisfactory be-

cause of the 1058 people under supervision, 1037 

have been examined, and among them, 1019 have a 

viral load. Among the needs expressed, the executive 

director said that the Yezu Mwiza service needs to 

provide a mobile clinic and the extension of its activi-

ties because the work to be done is enormous.  

The assistance given by the First Lady and President 

of the Good Action Umuguraneza Foundation consist-

ed of rice, beans, corn flour, flour for porridge, sugar, 

milk for adults and infants. This aid has a total value of 

ten million francs bu. 

The President of the Good Action Umuguraneza 

Foundation Angeline Ndayishimiye said that the deliv-

ery of this assistance to HIV-positive people super-

vised by the Yezu Mwiza Service is part of wishing 

them a happy Easter.  

She thanked Service Yezu Mwiza for its support activi-

ties for HIV-positive people. These are commendable 

activities that support the government in the fight 

against AIDS. (www.rtnb.bi) 

The Good Action Foundation assists HIV-positive people cared for by the Yezu Mwiza 

Service 

Cataract surgery campaign at Umugiraneza Clinic 

The First Lady of the country HE Angline Nday-

ishimiye and President of the Fondation Bonne 

Action Umugiraneza paid a visit to the Umugirane-

za Clinic in Kibimba on thursday, february 07, 

2022 in the Giheta commune in the Province of 

Gitega. The purpose of this visit was to see the 

activities of the surgical operation campaign for 

vulnerable cataract patients. She was with the 

Chinese Ambassador to Burundi and the finalists 

of Miss Burundi, 2022 edition.  

The First Lady and President of the Good Action 

Umugiraneza Foundation Angeline Ndayishimiye 

thanked China for agreeing to support this founda-

tion by deploying a team of Chinese doctors who 

will treat patients suffering from cataracts so that 

they can regain their sight. She indicated that the 

actions of the Umugiraneza Foundation fall within the 

framework of the humanitarian vocation towards the 

vulnerable population. 

The First Lady of the country also indicated that the 

surgical operation campaign for vulnerable patients 

suffering from cataract is the initiative of the Fondation 

Bonne Action Umugiraneza after having noted that 

cataract threatens several individuals in Burundi, es-

pecially those who have limited means.  

These cataract operations at the Umugiraneza Clinic 

in Kibimba are performed by Chinese doctors. 50 pa-

tients are scheduled for cataract treatment from febru-

ary 6 to 8, 2022. These patients receive free treatment 

while the cost of such cataract surgery varies between 

110,000 and 300,000 Burundian francs.  

The Chinese Ambassador to Burundi, for her part, tes-
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tified to the good relations that exist between the 

two countries through various supports and reiterat-

ed China's commitment to continue to support Bu-

rundi. 

Following this circumstance with the 1st Lady, the 

finalists of Miss Burundi 2022 went to the regional 

hospital of Gitega where they provided assistance to 

women suffering from obstetric fistula supported by 

the Urumuri Center built by the Foundation Good 

Action Umugiraneza and visited the Investment and 

Development Bank for Women BIDF, in acro-

nym.(www.rtnb.bi) 

T 
he Spokesman 

of the Ministry of 

the Interior, 

Community Development 

and Public Security pre-

sented tuesday, april 05, 

2022 at the headquarters of the judicial police of 

Bujumbura, three alleged perpetrators of the scam 

with a pyramid scheme through an agro cooperative 

- breeding called Dufashe abakiriho and the social 

financing group Nduza. 

 The Spokesman of the Ministry of the Interior 

OPP1 Pierre Nkurikiye told the press that instead of 

continuing the extension to implement social activi-

ties, the Dufasha abakiriho cooperative has turned 

towards a social financing group Nduza who has 

never been approved by the Bank of the Republic 

of Burundi BRB and the cooperative to start collect-

ing money from the population through the teach-

ings given through these two churches (Faith mira-

cles Church FMC and Good News Mission) led re-

spectively by Audace Ndikumana and Mpebera Vi-

tal and Treasurer Bakira Anne Marie. According to 

OPP1 Pierre Nkurikiye, these pastors sensitized 

their followers to save, to have tripled savings in a 

month. One billion is already on the account of this 

group, underlined the Spokesperson of the Ministry 

of the Interior. 

According to Pierre Nkurikiye, if it was not for the 

intervention of the police, these pastors would dis-

appear with this amount as has already been ob-

served. Following this situation, the Spokesperson 

for the Ministry of the Interior, Community Develop-

ment and Public Security called on the population to 

be more vigilant in the face of these cases of pyra-

mid scheme fraud. 

In recent days, there have been many cases of fraud 

with a pyramid scheme or with several maneuvers. 

There are Circus games, games like Ibirimba or Ku-

mena amaso. These are practices that hide this form 

of pyramid scheme scam criminality. 

 It is a pity that the police continue to receive many 

complaints from people who have been victims of 

these acts while the latter continues to alert the po-

pulation to these new forms of crime. 

The other unfortunate observation according to 

OPP1 Pierre Nkurikiye is the profile or the quality of 

the perpetrators of these criminal acts, they are the 

pastors of the Churches. A few months ago, the Min-

ister of the Interior met the leaders of religious de-

nominations. The Spokesperson for the Ministry of 

the Interior stressed that the Minister asked them to 

play their role in the development of the country and 

their respective localities by participating or by sensi-

tizing their faithful to take part in community work, 

especially in hill cooperatives. . According to OPP1 

Pierre Nkurikiye, it seems that these pastors have 

heard the minister's message, unfortunately they 

have done the opposite, they wanted to practice the 

disguised pyramid scheme scam through this coop-

erative. 

If they want to contribute in the development of the 
country, they can participate in community coopera-
tives which work and act in accordance with the law 
and which do not hide their unhealthy institutions like 
these, underlined the Spokesman of the ministry in 
charge of public safety. 
The victims of this scam pyramid scheme, they can 
go to justice, to the Mukaza prosecutor's office to be 
able to ask for their money. The police have already 
noted this on the account of the Nduza social financ-
ing group, concluded Pierre Nkurikiye. (www.rtnb.bi) 

Fraud: two pastors behind bars 
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The OBDA examines the challenges of the copyright sector in Burundi 

T 
he Assistant to the Minister of East African 

Community Affairs, Youth, Sports and Cul-

ture, Mr. J.Claude Kanene urges artists to 

register their works with the Burundian Office of Cop-

yright and Rights neighbors (OBDA). It was in an 

awareness workshop on the socio-economic contri-

bution of the copyright sector, held in Gitega on tues-

day april 5, 2022 for stakeholders.  

During this workshop, the assistant to the Minister of 

East African Community Affairs, Youth, Sports and 

Culture, called on the users of artistic works to sign 

agreements with the Burundian Human Rights Of-

fice. author before using a literary or artistic work. 

He also recalled that artists have no resources other 

than their works of art or literature and calls for the 

respect and protection of copyrights so that these 

works are innovative at the level of regional and in-

ternational competitions. 

 For her part, the Director of the OBDA deplores the 

absence of accompanying measures for the texts 

governing this sector of copyright, the weak collabo-

ration between the institutions involved in this sector 

and the OBDA and the inadequacy of means to ac-

complish the missions assigned to this office. She 

called on artists to register their works with the OB-

DA and to educate their comrades about their rights 

and duties. 

The participants in this workshop took this opportuni-

ty to make recommendations in the direction of pro-

moting the copyright and neighboring rights sector. 

The main recommendations include the need to 

tighten sanctions against copyright infringers; set up 

a school of fine arts which will teach musical ethics. 

They also suggested rehabilitating the national ballet 

and setting up a national council of artists. They also 

stressed the need to set up a state recording studio 

where the songs will first be examined before being 

released in concerts or on the channels of the vari-

ous media.  

This workshop saw the participation of artists and 

administrative officials of the provinces of Gitega, 

Muramvya, Mwaro and Karusi, representatives of the 

senate and the police force as well as representa-

tives of justice and the Ministry in charge of finance.  

(www.rtnb.bi) 
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs  and Develop-

ment Cooperation   

Department of Communication 

www.mae.gov.bi 

Twitter: @MAEBurundi 


