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 REPUBLIC OF BURUNDI  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and  

Developpement Cooperation  

T 
he Presi-

dent of the 

Republic 

His Excellency 

Evariste Nday-

ishimiye received 

in audience on 

march 23, 2022 at 

the Presidential 

Palace of Bujum-

bura, the Ambassador of Ja-

pan in Burundi Masahiro IMAI, 

with whom they discussed the 

major sectors of intervention 

for the development of Burun-

di. 

"We thank Japan for remaining 

by Burundi's side, even during 

a period of sanctions imposed 

on our country," said President 

Ndayishimiye, who did not fail 

to congratulate Emperor His 

Majesty Naruhito on his 62
nd

 

Anniversary. 

"Burundi has known a history 

of repetitive crises, but for the 

moment, we are evolving in 

terms of good governance and 

good management of public 

affairs", said President Nday-

ishimiye while encouraging 

Japan's support in the social 

infrastructure, transport, edu-

cation, and agriculture sectors. 

Ambassador 

Masahiro IMAI 

did not fail to ap-

preciate very 

positively the 

quality of agricul-

tural products 

(especially cof-

fee) that Burundi 

could export and 

bring in foreign currency. He 

encouraged the value chain, 

from production to marketing. 

The Japanese Ambassador 

informed the President of the 

Republic about two donation 

contracts, including the con-

struction of a vocational train-

ing center in Kibimba, a dona-

tion for the supply of strategic 

fuel stocks. He also promised 

that by strengthening their ex-

isting relations since independ-

ence, his country will erect 

storage buildings for foodstuffs 

such as corn, rice, etc. in 

Gitega province, the political 

capital. 

The Burundian Number One 

was also invited to the Tokyo 

International Conference for 

African Development to be held 

in Tunisia in August 2022.  

(www.presidence.gov.bi) 
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The International Finance Corporation pledges to President Ndayishimiye to support the 

private sector in Burundi so that it plays its vital role in driving economic growth 

O n Tuesday, March 

22, 2022, the Presi-

dent of the Republic of Bu-

rundi HE Evariste Nday-

ishimiye received in audi-

ence a delegation led by 

Mrs. Jumoke Jagun Dokun-

mun, Regional Director of 

the International Finance 

Corporation (IFC) Member 

of the World Bank Group 

whose activities are focused 

on the development of the 

private sector, the engine of 

economic growth. 

Accompanied by Ms. Veronique Kabongo, 

Head of Operations for Burundi at the World 

Bank, Ms. Jumoke J. Dokunmu paid tribute to 

the efforts of President Evariste Ndayishimiye 

in creating conditions conducive to the socio-

economic development of Burundi, in particu-

lar through the promotion of private sector. 

The Head of State indicated that Burundi has 

devoted several years to its political and secu-

rity stabilization and that it is now entering an 

important phase of its economic development: 

“The Burundian people aspire to better living 

conditions and the support partners is pre-

cious to achieve the feat” 

Mrs. Jumoke J. Dokunmun confirmed to Pres-

ident Ndayishimiye the willingness of the Insti-

tution she represents in East Africa to support 

the efforts of the Government of Burundi in 

the development of the private sector by in-

vesting in existing companies, raising capital 

or providing advice to companies and public 

authorities: 

“The International Finance Corporation (IFC) 

is ready to work at the pace desired by the 

Government of Burundi. Everything will de-

pend on the will of the Burundian authorities, 

if you want us to move forward quickly, our 

teams are ready” 

HE Evariste Ndayishimiye, for his part, reaf-

firmed the commitment of the Burundian Gov-

ernment to improve 

the investment cli-

mate through the 

initiation of certain 

reforms 

(agricultural, min-

ing, exchange rate 

regime, etc.) and 

the acceleration of 

the digital transfor-

mation of public 

services and busi-

nesses. 

Among the areas 

of intervention cit-

ed by the IFC are 

agribusiness, tourism, financial services and 

digitalization. However, the lack of reliable da-

ta being one of the challenges to be met, the 

‘private sector diagnosis’ in Burundi will pro-

vide valuable information and will allow plan-

ning solutions adapted to the real difficulties. 

President Ndayishimiye then shared with 

them the priority projects of Burundi, a country 

which has all the natural assets for its devel-

opment: “The support of partners and better 

planning, collection, management of finances 

would be enough to revive our economy” 

It should be noted that during these exchang-

es, the Head of State HE Evariste Nday-

ishimiye briefed his interlocutors on the pro-

ject for the exploitation and development of 

the Lake Tanganyika coastline, a project 

which particularly caught the attention of the 

delegation of the IFC which is committed to 

offering its advisory services to make Burundi 

the best tourist destination in East Africa. 

President Evariste Ndayishimiye closed the 
meeting by welcoming the dynamic and fruitful 
collaboration between the Government of Bu-
rundi and the members of the World Bank 
team established in Bujumbura under the re-
sponsibility of Mrs. Véronique Kabongo.  
(www.presidence.gov.bi) 

http://www.presidency.gov.bi
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The First Lady HE Angeline Ndayishimiye joined convalescent women of the Uru-

muri Center for the celebration of International Women's Day 

O 
n Friday 

18/3/2022, 

the First 

Lady and President 

of the 

UMUGIRANEZA 

Good Action Foun-

dation, HE Ange-

line Ndayishimiye, visited the women 

treated at the URUMURI Center which is 

located in Gitega with the aim of joyfully 

celebrating the international day dedicated 

to the Woman. 

This center specializes in the treatment of 

obstetric fistula, a disease that is still ob-

served in different corners of our country. 

The center was built with funding from the 

Fondation Bonne Action UMUGIRANEZA 

led by First Lady H.E Angeline Nday-

ishimiye. According to statistics provided 

by the head of this center, more than 

3,100 women suffering from obstetric fis-

tula from different provinces of the country 

and neighboring countries of Burundi have 

already been treated. 

The First Lady and President of the 

UMUGIRANEZA Good Action Foundation 

provided them with food and non-food 

items to show them love and 

compassion on these days 

when all women around the 

world celebrate the day dedi-

cated to them. 

In her Speech for the occa-

sion, the First Lady first reas-

sured these women that this 

disease is curable if treated in time. 

The disease of obstetric fistula is still ob-

served in different localities of our country 

and because of ignorance those who suffer 

from it are stigmatized in their living environ-

ment; which hinders their self-development. 

Her Excellency the First Lady calls on all 

those concerned to be well informed and 

break the taboo of this disease. It urges ad-

ministrative officials to facilitate the transfer 

of proven cases to specialized health struc-

tures for their medical care. 

During this visit, the First Lady also assisted 

malnourished children who are being treated 

at the Gitega Regional Hospital. She asked 

the parents of these children to always re-

member to balance the foods they give their 

children. (www.presidence.gov.bi) 

 

Signature and exchange of Notes on economic and social assistance 

between Burundi and Japan 

W 
ithin the 

framework of 

strengthening 

the relations of friend-

ship and cooperation 

between the Republic of 

Burundi and Japan, the 

Minister of Foreign Af-

fairs and Development 

Cooperation HE. Albert 

SHINGIRO and the Am-

bassador of Japan in 

Burundi HE Masahiro IMAI proceeded to 

the signing and exchange of Notes on eco-

nomic and social 

assistance be-

tween these two 

countries on 

thursday 

03/24/2022. This 

donation granted 

by Japan to the 

Government of 

Burundi consist-

ed of fuel (about 

3.2 million liters 

of oil) for an amount of 400 million yen (about 

3.45 million US dollars). 

http://www.presidency.gov.bi
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Minister Albert SHINGIRO greatly wel-

comed Japan's initiative to support Burun-

di in its development process. He recalled 

that development cooperation between 

Japan and Burundi has begun since 1970. 

Since then, Japan has implemented a se-

ries of aid projects amounting to more 

than 300 million US dollars by putting em-

phasis on the three priority areas: 

transport infrastructure, agriculture and 

social development. 

Minister HE Albert SHINGIRO said that 

the Government of the Republic of Burun-

di is required to deposit the revenue from 

the sale of this oil in a designated bank 

account opened at the Bank of the Re-

public of Burundi (BRB), so that other de-

velopment projects will be implemented in 

the future in accordance with the National 

Development Plan (PND Burundi 2018-2027) 

through this bank account called “counterpart 

funds”. 

In his turn, the Ambassador of Japan in Bu-

rundi indicated that the Government of Japan 

always feels proud to support Burundi in its 

development process. He also said that it 

was the third time that Japan gave a dona-

tion to Burundi and affirmed that Japan will 

continue to support Burundi. 

The two Parties welcomed the existence of 

the excellent relations of friendship and co-

operation and pledged to strengthen and ce-

ment them further more through a mutually 

beneficial and fruitful partnership. 

(MFADC-Home News) 

The opening of the 3rd Ministerial Session of the Burundi-Uganda Mixed Commis-

sion 

T 
he Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

Development Cooperation His Ex-

cellency Ambassador Albert 

SHINGIRO opened the 3rd Ministerial Ses-

sion of the Burundi-Uganda Mixed Com-

mission jointly with a Ugandan delegation 

led by the Minister of State for Foreign Af-

fairs in in charge of regional affairs Mr. 

John Mulimba, on March 25, 2022, at the 

Kiriri Garden Hotel. 

In his speech, Ambassador Albert 

NSHINGIRO said that the said session 

was preceded by the meeting of experts 

during which several areas of cooperation 

were explored with enthusiasm and shared 

interest. These include Memoranda of 

Understanding on diplomatic consulta-

tions, defense and security as well as in 

the field of sport. He added that the ses-

sion is in line with the recommendations 

of the Heads of State of Burundi and 

Uganda, on the sidelines of the long-

standing cooperation between the two 

countries to strengthen, further cement 

the ties of friendship, fraternity and to di-

versify the areas of cooperation with par-

ticular emphasis on economic diplomacy. 

Ambassador Albert SHINGIRO pointed out 

that this 3rd Ministerial Session of the Mixed 

Commission for Cooperation between Burun-

di-Uganada was parallel to the forum of eco-

nomic operators of the two countries is an el-

oquent sign that the people of Burundi and 

Uganda are now looking in the same direction 

and want to strengthen the links not only be-

tween the two governments, but also and 

above all the direct links from people to peo-

ple. He recalled that Burundi and Uganda are 

the first two countries in number of troops 

within AMISOM, in Somalia. The two coun-

tries are proud to participate in the fight 

against terrorism in this brotherly country and 
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O 
n March 21, 2022, the Ugandan 

Embassy in Burundi solemnly in-

augurated its new building working 

in Miroir quarter of Ntahangwa commune in 

the town hall of Bujumbura. The ceremo-

nies were graced by the Minister of Foreign 

Affairs and Development Cooperation His 

Excellency Albert SHINGIRO and Dr. 

Ruhakana Ruganda, Special Envoy of the 

President of Uganda. 

In his address for the occasion, Ambassa-

dor Albert SHINGIRO congratulated the 

Ugandan Government and its people for 

having constructed and solemnly inaugu-

rated a building which will serve as the 

Embassy of Uganda in Burundi. This in-

augurated building bears witness to 

Uganda's commitment to strengthening 

relations of friendship and cooperation 

between Burundi and Uganda. It also 

Inauguration of a new building of the Embassy of Uganda in Burundi 

in the consolidation of peace and security 

that the Somali people need and they will 

remain there until the liberation of the So-

mali people from terrorism and the violent 

extremism of terrorist group Al Shabab. 

As for the Minister of State for Foreign Af-

fairs in charge of regional affairs of the Re-

public of Uganda, he also recalled that Bu-

rundi and Uganda have long-standing his-

torical and cordial bilateral relations. He 

then reiterated Uganda's commitment to 

continue working with Burundi with the aim 

of consolidating the existing relations be-

tween the two countries. Thus, Mr. John Mu-

limba added that Burundi and Uganda must 

ensure the maintenance of internal peace 

and security in order to increase trade rela-

tions, which until now remain minimal. Ac-

cording to him, this session is a framework 

for Burundi and Uganda to deliberate on the 

development of infrastructures that can con-

nect them due to their geographical situa-

tions and can facilitate the access of two 

countries to the world market. 

On the sidelines of this 3rd Ministerial Ses-

sion of the Burundi-Uganda Mixed Commis-

sion, the two Ministers signed four Memo-

randa between the two countries, these are: 

Memorandum on political and diplomatic 

consultations; Memorandum on hydrocar-

bons; Energy Memorandum and Sports 

Memorandum. (MFADC-Home News) 
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shows that Uganda is determined to be a 

good politico-economic partner of Burun-

di, he added Ambassador Albert SHING-

IRO. 

In addition, Minister Albert SHINGIRO 

added that Burundi and Uganda have 

worked together in strengthening peace 

and security, good governance and the 

fight against terrorism in Burundi and 

abroad. According to Albert SHINGIRO, the 

two countries are proud of their contribution 

in maintaining peace and security and stabil-

ity in Somalia, Ambassador Albert SHINGI-

RO took this opportunity to invite other 

countries who have already obtained plots 

from Burundi to do the same by building 

their Embassies. 

Burundi will soon assume the presidency of 

the East African Community and Uganda 

that of the non-aligned movement (NAM). It 

will indeed be a good opportunity for the two 

countries to strengthen collaboration and 

cooperation within these very important plat-

forms. It goes without saying that the promo-

tion of development and prosperity are two 

other key aspects of their cooperation. This 

is why investments and trade are among the 

main priorities for the leaders His Excellen-

cy Evariste NDAYISHIMIYE, President of 

the Republic of Burundi and His Excellency 

Yoweri KAGUTA MUSEVENI, President of 

the Republic of Uganda, Ambassador Albert 

SHINGIRO pointed out. 

According to Dr. Ruhakana Ruganda, Spe-

cial Envoy of the President of Uganda, this 

event marks another step in the consolida-

tion of relations between Burundi and Ugan-

da and he thanked the Government of Bu-

rundi for facilitating the process of acquiring 

this plot of land about 3.5 acres. Mr. Rugan-

da pointed out that Burundi is a peaceful 

country and is a reliable partner in the sub-

region.(MFADC-Home News) 

 

Commemoration of the 62
nd

 Anniversary of His Majesty the Emperor of 

Japan 

O 
n March 24, 2022, 

the Japanese Em-

bassy in Burundi 

commemorated the 62nd An-

niversary of His Majesty NAR-

UHITO the Emperor of Japan 

at the Lake Tanganyika club 

hotel. The Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and Development Co-

operation was represented by the Perma-

nent Secretary of the said Ministry Mr. Fer-

dinand BASHIKAKO. 

In his word to open the ceremonies, the Am-

bassador of Japan in Burundi Mr. Masahiro 

IMAI said that it was the first time that the 

Japanese Embassy organized a national 

party in Burundi. He also indicated that he 

was very honored to mark an important step 

in the history of Japa-

nese-Burundian rela-

tions since the year 

2022 marks the 60th 

Anniversary of friend-

ship between Burundi 

and Japan. 

HE. Masahiro IMAI re-

called that cooperation 

between Burundi and Japan began in 1970 

and was especially marked by the rehabili-

tation of roads and infrastructure for the city 

of Bujumbura. Ambassador Masahiro IMAI 

added that cooperation is expected to be 

accelerated through the TICAD process 

whose 8th edition will be held on August 

this year. During this edition, there will be in

-depth exchanges on three main topics 
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such as sustainable and inclusive 

growth, resilient society based on 

human security and peace and sta-

bility. 

He also added that the long cooper-

ation in the field of human security, 

particularly through health, can be 

presented as a good example in the 

sense that human security remains 

the cornerstone for achieving economic 

growth and also for ensuring peace and 

stability. 

HE Masahiro IMAI also indicated that Ja-

pan will continue to work with Burundi in 

two main guidelines, namely the transition 

to sustainable economic growth and con-

tributing to social development. To act un-

der these guidelines, HE Masahiro IMAI 

clarified that Japan will accelerate its co-

operation in three areas such as improv-

ing transport infrastructure and customs 

capacity, and improving basic social ser-

vices. 

Regarding the agricultural development 

plan, the Ambassador of Japan in Burundi 

said that cooperation for rice cultivation 

undoubtedly occupies a central place. 

Given that Burundi has a great potential in 

this area, Japan will consolidate its com-

mitments, particularly to improve the qual-

ity of rice. This will make it possible to 

strengthen the competitiveness of domes-

tic rice growing and improve the balance 

of payment. 

Regarding transport infrastructure and 

customs capacity, the Ambassador Japan 

in Burundi also indicated that Japan will 

intensify its existing commitments repre-

sented by the Bujumbura port project. 

Therefore, Japan will be more committed to 

improving the infrastructure but also to build-

ing the capacity of the personnel concerned. 

In his turn, the Permanent Secretary in the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Development 

Cooperation Mr. Ferdinand BASHIKAKO took 

the opportunity to express the sincere satisfac-

tion, on behalf of the Government of Burundi, 

of the win-win cooperation between Burundi 

and Japan 

which dates 

back a long 

time. He re-

called that 

Burundian-

Japanese 

cooperation 

is essentially 

based on the 

priority areas 

of health, education, agriculture as well as 

transport and infrastructure. 

In this context, Mr. Ferdinand BASHIKAKO 

underlined the development of tomato produc-

tion, the rehabilitation of the Laboratory of the 

National Center for Food Technologies, sup-

port for the fight against food insecurity in fa-

vor of disadvantaged farmers in particular, 

aimed at supporting self-development commu-

nity initiatives, construction of modern mar-

kets, electrification of secondary centers, im-

provement of swamps for agricultural exten-

sion, construction of an asphalt road in the city 

of Bujumbura, the ongoing construction of the 

port of Bujumbura. The Permanent Secretary 

did not fail to recall that in the morning of the 

same day, the Embassy of Japan in Burundi 

had granted a donation of 3.45 million dollars 

to the Government of Burundi for the supply of 

fuel to Burundi. 

The two Parties welcomed the existence of the 

excellent relations of friendship and coopera-

tion and pointed out that 62 years of coopera-

tion is a respectable age where intelligence, 

experience and wisdom constitute solid char-

acteristics for the bearer, especially when he 

is in charge of being at the direct service of his 

people. (MFADC-Home News) 
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